Hy ‘-other s situation has taien a remarkable upward tuna so I asa less worried about not being 
a ole to do all we have in isind on the Ray case. Still undiagnosed but so psychologi cal involve— 
Hants. Were it not so tragic what caused her to blow for the first time in her lief would be vy. 
funny. It is a commentary on hospital bureaucracies® It all stees from their ^ving her a sedative 
when they should not have. She was, to sy knowledge, a heart condition, cataracts, sciatica, bur- 
sitis, arthritis and whatever this new thing is and sh® is past 80 . Pains iron the orthopaedic 

complaints are such that she has to gat out of bed at night and move around. We have known this 
for yearn. Six,, has t.iken all this in stride, asking out and inti siting on independence and living 
alone. The doctors were all vary nice, but her own was away. Hot until he get back did anyone tak® 
xm tiaa to near her through. They all know better. They have now all decided, including sy young- 
er sister who is a social worker asoug old folks at a fine rest home, that her outburst/was from 

a oosbination of a sedative to which sh® reacted negatively (similar experiences in the home in 
which ay sister worses), and frustration and extreae anger, the latter, surprising, all also 
consider justified. Tiirough whatever the sedative is she felt this pain, knew that it could be 
easea by walking, wasn’t able to because of the restraint, got no audience, so she got her aud- 
ience the only way she can think of l Without that explosion there probably would have been no 
chaa^. A.i ... ts she in now allowed out o i oed, out she is supposed to ring for & nurse first, do 
Hors restraint because once they changed or eliminated the sedative to which she reacted there is 
no need. And ay sister has warned, her to be patient with night-nurses who are often overloaded. I 
as happy that despite the hardening of the arteries and the teart condition her brain was not ad- 
versely ei footed and the outburst did not coraei frost that. I was really worried about that. While 
ws don t know what the condition is we have no reason to anticipate any new emergency. Whatever 
ix is, it is not a potassium deficiency, as first diagnosed. Another drug, apparently a cardiac 
urug, also was changed, followed by her improvement. . .All this because sok© busy person just 
would not take time to hear an old lady out.iiot a bill of complaints but what she has to'do to 
cope with each so they'd know. Like Eealesiastes says, there is a time and a place for every- 
thing and that was, indeed, the time for ay mother to lose her self-control for the first time in 
her life- It ray also be the most important single factor in ter improvement, not justs of a re- 
action in her sdscosfort. Anyway, I "discussed our schedule with ry sister last night and sh© 
believes there will not be any need for se me to change it now. HW 9/27/74 



